
COUNTY AUDITOR SAYS ELECTION COSTS $50,903 
 

From: Debbie Adelstein  
Sent: Thursday, January 03, 2013 11:38 AM 

To: cdow1@cablespeed.com  
Cc: Jack Louws ; Kathy Kershner  
Subject: Proposed Park District 

 
Chet:  I hope you don't mind me taking the opportunity to respond to your letter received 
yesterday via email.  Your questions regarding costs for the upcoming February election are 

certainly valid questions.  In every election the jurisdictions that participate in that election 
share in the expense of the election.  So in the case of this upcoming February election there 
are going to be two jurisdictions on the ballot -- the proposed park district and the Concrete 

School District (all 35 voters that reside in the portion of that school district that is in Whatcom 
County; the remainder of that school district is in Skagit County).  The unusual situation that 

arises in this case is that the proposed park district is not yet a park district!  So only if the 
proposal passes does the district come into being and we then have a jurisdiction that can be 
billed.  If the proposal does not pass, there is no jurisdiction to bill and thus the county covers 

the cost of that portion of the election. 
  
When I say that the jurisdictions share the expense let me be clear that it is pro-rated on the 

basis of the number of registered voters entitled to vote on that particular item, so in the case 
of this February election since the Concrete School District has only 35 voters, it is going to be a 
very small portion that they will be assessed.  The bulk of the cost of conducting this election 

will be billable to the proposed park district only if it passes.  As to an estimate of what that cost 
will be I can only make a very rough estimate but I would guess it would be similar to what the 
cost was when one of the smaller school districts ran an election by itself.  There will be 8,019 

voters in the proposed park district and in 2011 the Blaine School District ran a single district 
election with 9,721 voters.  The cost for that election was $50,903.  So I would give a rough 
approximation that it would be somewhere in that ballpark. 

  
I am sending a copy of this email to Jack Louws and Kathy Kershner as well since you cc:ed 
them on your letter.  I hope this answers your questions; feel free to contact me at any time if I 

can help you in any way. 
  

Debbie Adelstein, County Auditor 
Whatcom County Auditor's Office 
311 Grand Ave. #103 
Bellingham, WA  98225 
(360) 715-7474 
  
Do you really need to print this email?  Think green.  
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